
 

 

 

 

 

 

TRIP REPORT 

11 DAY BIRDING IN SUMBA AND FLORES,  7th – 17th February 2020 

Eveline Scherer & Toni Kraft 

Guide: Yovie Jehabut (rimbaranaka@gmail.com) 

 

Summary of Sumba 

Our last birding trip was an 11 day birding tour on Sumba and Flores Islands, Lesser Sunda. The tour started on 

7th February 2020 and finished on 17th February 2020. The tour was arranged with some excitement, because of 

the recent erratic weather. We planned to do 5 days tour in Sumba and 6 days in Flores. As we knew from the 

correspondence, our focus is on the endemic birds (Island and region). Our clients of the tour are a great couple 

from Switzerland, Eveline Scherer and Toni Kraft. They have been to Sumba and Flores 25 years ago but this is 

their first birding trip to Lesser Sunda, with main purpose to see endemics! We finished birding at 12 spots. 

Below is the itinerary report for the 5 day trip in Sumba.  

 

 

 

 Birding Locations in Sumba / Find in Google earth  



https://earth.google.com/web/@-

9.81390208,120.03270703,550.01000369a,65344.87692572d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExdng1QTVvSmpP

eTlYb3kzMktMOXc5bmhOLUhCX1VycEs 

 

Day 1: Airport – Yumbu Grassland – Villa Morinda 

A sunny day in Waingapu, East Sumba on 7th February. Temperatures were quite high, between 29°c - 33°c with 

humidity reaching 90%. The flight from Denpasar to Waingapu was 30 minutes late. We met Eveline and Toni at 

the entrance gate of Mehang Kunda Airport of Waingapu. We went straight to Padang Yumbu (Spot 1), to do a 

short birding stop before going to the villa where we stayed. 

Birding in a hot day is usually not profitable. However, for less than 30 minutes, we observed the Paddy field 

pipit, Indonesian Honey-eater, Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Timor Zebra finch, Pied Buschat, and heard Rusty-breasted 

Whistler. With the temperature was getting hotter, we returned to the town and headed to the restaurant for 

lunch. After lunch, we headed to Villa Morinda, 6km outside the town, where Eveline and Toni stay. The villa 

(Spot 2) had a great yard for doing stationary birding. Species at this location were the Sumba Flowerpecker, 

Pale-shouldered Thriller, Pied Bush Chat, Five-coloured Munia, Thick-billed Flowerpecker, Barn Swallow and 

more. 

Unfortunately, something happened near midnight as Toni had a great fever. Eveline was very panicked. We 

took Toni to a clinic and were then taken to the Waingapu government hospital to have a blood check. 

Thankfully, Toni did not have a serious infection. Doctors gave him antibiotics and we returned to the Villa at 

3:20 a.m. 

 

Sumba Flowerpecker at Villa Morinda 

 

Day 2: Waingapu – Tabundung, Matalawa National Park 

https://earth.google.com/web/@-9.81390208,120.03270703,550.01000369a,65344.87692572d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExdng1QTVvSmpPeTlYb3kzMktMOXc5bmhOLUhCX1VycEs
https://earth.google.com/web/@-9.81390208,120.03270703,550.01000369a,65344.87692572d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExdng1QTVvSmpPeTlYb3kzMktMOXc5bmhOLUhCX1VycEs
https://earth.google.com/web/@-9.81390208,120.03270703,550.01000369a,65344.87692572d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExdng1QTVvSmpPeTlYb3kzMktMOXc5bmhOLUhCX1VycEs


Today we made a little change in our schedule. Officially we planned to leave the hotel at 05:00am, but after 

what happened last night to Toni, we decided to make the schedule flexible depend on Toni’s condition. Finally 

we started from the Villa at 09:15am. We made some stops between Waingapu and Tabundung (Spot 3, Spot 4, 

Spot 5). We encountered Blue-tailed Bee-eater, Short-toed Snake-eagle, Pied Bush Chat, Large billed Crow, and 

Oriental Honeybuzzard.  

It took 4 hours to reach Billa, Tabundung. When we arrived, it started raining. We could only do birding from 

shelters at national park (Spot 6). However, we still encountered a pair Red-napped Fruit-doves, a group of 

Great-billed Parrots, and a Sumba Hornbill flew-over. The rain stopped after 5 pm. We continued to search for 

the Sumba Boobook and Least Boobook/ Little Sumba Hawk-owl. Deny, our ranger from National Park very 

familiar with these species. He did a great job to spot the Sumba Boobook around 15 meters above us, displayed 

with a great view. However, we missed the Little Sumba hawk-owl. We have to go back to National Park building 

where we stay. Toni’s condition was still our concern.  

 

Sumba Boobook 

 

Day 3: Tabundung – Waingapu 

We left the ranger station in good weather conditions. We didn't expect it to rain so early at the birding site in 

Billa, however entering Shelter 1, rain has fallen. We cannot do anything. The plan to observe the Little Sumba 

Boobook finally failed. We can only sit in the shelter waiting for the rain to fall. At 6:20, it was raining and we 

immediately left Shelter 1 for Shelter 2. We were out of luck. Just walking for less than 500m, the rain is falling 

again. We have no other choice but to continue the journey. Luckily, the rain did not last long. In such weather 

conditions, it seems there are few opportunities to meet the birds. Along the way we met Orange-footed 

Scrubfowl and a pair of Orange-crested Cockatoo. At Shelter 2 we saw a pair Cinnamon banded Kingfisher (Spot 

7). On the way back we saw Elegant Pitta who was perched on an open branch. At 11:00 we leave Billa forest. 

After lunch, we returned to Waingapu. 



 

Elegant Pitta at Billa forest, Matalawa NP. 

 

Day 4: Waingapu - Tanadaru - Waikabubak 

We left villa Morinda at 5 a.m. We want to maximize the morning time for birding, given the unfriendly weather 

in the afternoon and evening. Travel for 1 hour and 30 minutes to Lewa. We stopped at the Matalawa National 

Park office in Lewa and found a group of Short Tailed Starling in the office yard (Spot 8). Before entering 

Langgaliru, we heard Chestnus-backed Thrush. We stopped and saw it perch on a low branch. At Langgaliru we 

stopped at a small restaurant for breakfast. Our trip continues to the National Park post at Telkom Tanadaru. 

The observations here are short because the rain began to fall. We saw the Apricot-breasted Sunbird, Sumba 

Brown-flycatcher, Black-fronted Flowerpecker, Wallaces Heleia, Chestnut-Backed Thrush. The rain fell at midday 

which made us decide to immediately go to Waikabubak. Our journey took 1 hour. In the afternoon we returned 

to Tanadaru. The weather is still bad and foggy. We only briefly met Ruddy Cuckoo-dove and Sumba Myzomela. 

We returned to Waikabubak when it was getting dark. 

 

Chestnut-backed Thrush on the roadside before Langgliru 

 



Day 5: Tanadaru - Tambolaka - Ende - Moni 

The last day on Sumba. We have several important targets. At 04:30 am we returned to Tanadaru. Luckily, the 

morning was very sunny. We easily found Sumba Myzomela and Apricot-breasted Sunbird. At the same location 

we found Black-napped Fruit-dove and Rusty-breasted Whistler. Still in Tanadaru, moving as far as 1.5 km, we 

managed to view Sumba Hornbill perched on a branch very close to the highway where we stood. At the same 

location we managed to get a clear view of Red-napped Fruit-dove. Before we returned to the hotel in 

Waikabubak, we visited the traditional village of Prai Ijing. 

We drive 45 minutes to Tambolaka, where we got a flight to Ende, Flores. 

The trip to Ende took 45 minutes. The weather was cloudy when we arrived in Ende. The plane experienced a 

slight shock before landing. Arriving at Moni it rained heavily, and it was dark. 

 

Red-naped Fruitdove at Tanadaru, Matalawa NP. 

 

 

 

Summary of Flores 

The experience of 5 days of birding on Sumba made us have to pay attention to the weather on a schedule. 

Flores as a whole has higher rainfall than Sumba. We decided to really focus on doing birding in the morning.  

 



 

 

Birding locations in Flores: 

https://earth.google.com/web/@-

8.68167231,120.84269333,405.77502175a,176080.72899899d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExYnlzOGRPMzJu

T01IbklVajd4anlMY0F2NXpiODNrSTg 

 

Day 6: Kelimutu - Ende - Bajawa 

Departing at 05:30, we drove towards Kelimutu NP (Spot 1). The weather was very sunny and we can see the 

lake clearly. Only Eveline walked to the top. Our main search is for the Flores Flowerpecker. After trying many 

times, we finally managed to meet one but very short. We also saw  Flores Lorikeet, Brown-caped Fantail, and 

Flores Minivet around the parking area.  At 10:00 am we return to Moni, and have breakfast before check-out. 

The journey from Moni to Ende only stopped at Detusoko to see the rice field.  We stopped for half an hour at 

the supermarket in Ende to buy some snacks and drinks.  Sopped for lunch at Nagapenda, before continuing our 

trip to Bajawa. Entering Bajawa, it rained heavily. 

 

 

Flores Minivet at Kelimutu NP 

https://earth.google.com/web/@-8.68167231,120.84269333,405.77502175a,176080.72899899d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExYnlzOGRPMzJuT01IbklVajd4anlMY0F2NXpiODNrSTg
https://earth.google.com/web/@-8.68167231,120.84269333,405.77502175a,176080.72899899d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExYnlzOGRPMzJuT01IbklVajd4anlMY0F2NXpiODNrSTg
https://earth.google.com/web/@-8.68167231,120.84269333,405.77502175a,176080.72899899d,35y,0h,0t,0r/data=MicKJQojCiExYnlzOGRPMzJuT01IbklVajd4anlMY0F2NXpiODNrSTg


 

Day 7: Bajawa - Pocondeki - Ranamese - Ruteng 

We left Bajawa at 04:00 am. It takes 2 hours to arrive at Poco Ndeki (Spot 2). In Poco Ndeki, we encountered 

two target of endemic birds; Flores crow and Flores Green Pigeon. We also met dozens of individual Timor Zebra 

finches. We also saw 3 raptors, the Short-toed Snake Eagle, (Lesser Sunda) Varibale Goshawk, and Japanese 

Sparrowhawk. We continued our trip to Borong and enjoyed lunch, before continuing our trip to Ruteng. We 

stopped for a moment at Ranamese (Spot 3) to get our first chance in the Ruteng Nature Reserve. But the rain 

never stopped, so we decided to end the birding and continue driven to Ruteng. 

 

Variable Goshawk / Lesser Sunda Goshawk at Pocondeki forest 

Day 8: Ruteng Nature Reserve 

4:00 am we returned to Ranamese (spot 4) to see Flores Scops-owl. We were not lucky, we only heard the call 

very short. We continue birding around the lake (Spot 3) till the midday. On the way back to Ruteng, we stopped 

at the coffee plantation after Narute Reserve (Spot 5), where we encountered Flores Jungle Flycatcher.  We 

returned to Ruteng and had lunch. In the afternoon we headed to Gololusang (Spot 8). Here we only 

encountered Black-back Fruit-dove. It was heavy rain in the afternoon. We tried to head to the north side of the 

of Ruteng, but it was the same. Heavy rain blocked us. Finally we returned to Ruteng, and gave up for the day. 



 

Scaly-crowned Honeyeater at Ranamese, Ruteng Nature Reserve 

 

Day 9: Ruteng - Puarlolo - Labuan Bajo 

This morning we tried our last chance to see Flores Scops-owl. We returned to Ranamese at 04:00 am. At the 

same location as yesterday (Spot 4). On different side of the road, 3 individuals responded to the playback. After 

trying for 30 minutes, we finally managed to clearly see it perched just 4 meters above our heads – success! That 

morning we continued to look for Flores Flowerpecker in Gololusang. It was our lucky day. We met Flores 

Flowerpecker at two locations (Spot 6 and Spot 7). At 11:00 we left Ruteng. At Nteer, 29km from Ruteng, we 

met a group of Flores Lorikeet in the Eucaliptus trees on the roadside (Spot 9). We get enough opportunities to 

take photos. Another surprise before Lembor (Spot 10), was the Spotted Kestrel perched on the edge of the 

road, was hunting. We are satisfied taking the photo. We had lunch at Lembor, before continuing to Puarlolo. In 

Puarlolo (Spot 11) we found our main target, the Flores Monarch, although we didn't get any good photos. But 

we have other targets, White-rumped Kingfisher, Thick-billed Heleia, Crested Heleia and Tenggara (Rusty-

breasted) Whistler. In the afternoon we continue our trip to Labuan Bajo. 

 

 



Flores Lorikeet on Eucaliptus tree at NteEr 

Day 10: Potawangka - Gorontalo 

We headed for Potawangka forest (Spot 12) at 5:00, where the morning atmosphere was quite crowded with 

birds. We saw the Black-napped Oriole, Red-Cheeked Parrot, Group of Green Imperial Pigeon, Paradise 

Flycatcher, Flame-breasted Sunbird. In the midday we returned to Labuan Bajo.  After lunch, the temperature 

was very hot. We decided to go to the hotel and take a break before we continued our birding around the 

mangroves and ponds in the south of Labuan Bajo (Spot 13). Here we meet Cerulean Kingfisher, Common 

Sandpiper, Great Egret, Black Cormorant, Wood Sandpiper, and Javan Plover. 

 

Wood Sandpiper at Shrimp Ponds on the south of Labuan Bajo 

 

Day 11: Yard Hotel - Out - Denpasar. 

We had one last target that we wanted to find around the hotel (Spot 14). Luckily, a sunny morning provided 

good chances, we managed to easily meet the last target, Flame-breasted Sunbird. This one was our good-bye 

party! Before going to the airport we did a last hut for the Small blue Kingfisher. We saw it so many times but it 

was too fast to take a photo. However, I heard from Eveline, that they finally got a great picture of the Kingfisher 

in Bali.  

 



 

Flame-breasted Sunbird at Purisari Hotel yard 

In the rain season, the tour was quite difficult. Overall, we managed the great list of target during our tight 

birding duration. Eveline and Toni is a wonderful couple. They are not young anymore, but they did what even 

young people can’t do. They always filled their days with new stories and when they told me about their 

experiences, I always asked myself, if I can do what they done? Thank you Eveline and Toni, YOU ARE 

WONDERFUL COUPLE. I HAVE INSPIRED! 

Below is the list of birds from the Tour 

 

ANSERIFORMES: Anatidae  

Pacific Black Duck   Anas superciliosa  

Sunda Teal     Anas gibberifrons  

 

GALLIFORMES: Megapodiidae 

Orange-footed Scrubfowl   Megapodius reinwardt  

  

GALLIFORMES: Phasianidae 

Green Junglefowl    Gallus varius 

 

COLUMBIFORMES: Columbidae 

Island Collared-Dove   Streptopelia bitorquata  

Spotted Dove    Streptopelia chinensis   

Ruddy Cuckoo-Dove   Macropygia emiliana   

Asian Emerald Dove   Chalcophaps indica   

Barred Dove     Geopelia maugeus 

Flores Green-Pigeon   Treron floris  

Black-backed Fruit-Dove   Ptilinopus cinctus  

Red-naped Fruit-Dove   Ptilinopus dohertyi  



Black-naped Fruit-Dove   Ptilinopus melanospilus  

Green Imperial-Pigeon   Ducula aenea  

 

CUCULIFORMES: Cuculidae 

Lesser Coucal    Centropus bengalensis      

Brush Cuckoo (Rusty-breasted)  Cacomantis variolosus  

  

  

CAPRIMULGIFORMES: Apodidae  

Tenggara Swiftlet    Collocalia sumbawae   

White-nest Swiftlet   Aerodramus fuciphagus   

House Swift     Apus nipalensis 

  

GRUIFORMES: Rallidae 

White-breasted Waterhen   Amaurornis phoenicurus     

  

CHARADRIIFORMES: Charadriidae  

Javan Plover     Charadrius javanicus 

Oriental Plover    Charadrius veredus  

 

CHARADRIIFORMES: Scolopacidae 

Swinhoe's Snipe    Gallinago megala   

Common Sandpiper   Actitis hypoleucos  

Wood Sandpiper    Tringa glareola  

 

SULIFORMES: Phalacrocoracidae 

Little Black Cormorant   Phalacrocorax sulcirostris  

  

PELECANIFORMES: Ardeidae 

Gray Heron     Ardea cinerea  

Purple Heron    Ardea purpurea  

Great Egret     Ardea alba   

Cattle Egret     Bubulcus ibis  

 

ACCIPITRIFORMES: Accipitridae 

Oriental Honey-buzzard   Pernis ptilorhynchus  

Short-toed Snake-Eagle   Circaetus gallicus  

Bonelli's Eagle    Aquila fasciata   



Variable Goshawk   Accipiter hiogaster   

Japanese Sparrowhawk   Accipiter gularis  

Brahminy Kite    Haliastur indus  

White-bellied Sea-Eagle   Haliaeetus leucogaster  

  

STRIGIFORMES: Strigidae 

Sumba Boobook    Ninox rudolfi  

Flores Scops-Owl     Otus alfredi 

 

BUCEROTIFORMES: Bucerotidae 

Sumba Hornbill    Rhyticeros everetti 

  

CORACIIFORMES: Alcedinidae 

Common Kingfisher   Alcedo atthis  

Small Blue Kingfisher   Alcedo coerulescens   

Stork-billed Kingfisher   Pelargopsis capensis  

Sacred Kingfisher    Todiramphus sanctus  

Collared Kingfisher   Todiramphus chloris  

Cinnamon-banded Kingfisher  Todiramphus Australasia 

White-rumped Kingfisher   Caridonax fulgidus 

  

CORACIIFORMES: Meropidae 

Blue-tailed Bee-eater   Merops philippinus  

Rainbow Bee-eater   Merops ornatus  

  

PICIFORMES: Picidae 

Sunda Pygmy Woodpecker  Yungipicus moluccensis  

  

FALCONIFORMES: Falconidae 

Spotted Kestrel    Falco moluccensis 

 

PSITTACIFORMES: Cacatuidae 

Orange-crested Cockatoo   Cacatua citrinocristata 

  

PSITTACIFORMES: Psittaculidae 

Red-cheeked Parrot   Geoffroyus geoffroyi  

Great-billed Parrot   Tanygnathus megalorynchos  

Marigold Lorikeet   Trichoglossus capistratus  



Flores Lorikeet    Trichoglossus weberi 

 

PASSERIFORMES: Pittidae 

Elegant Pitta     Pitta elegans  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Meliphagidae 

Sumba Myzomela   Myzomela dammermani 

Indonesian Honeyeater   Lichmera limbata  

Helmeted Friarbird   Philemon buceroides 

Scaly-crowned Honeyeater  Lichmera lombokia 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Acanthizidae 

Golden-bellied Gerygone   Gerygone sulphurea  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Campephagidae 

Flores Minivet    Pericrocotus lansbergei  

White-shouldered Triller   Lalage sueurii  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Pachycephalidae 

Rusty-breasted Whistler (Tenggara) Pachycephala fulvotincta  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Oriolidae 

Black-naped Oriole   Oriolus chinensis  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Rhipiduridae 

Brown-caped Fantail   Rhipidura diluta  

Arafura Fantail    Rhipidura dryas  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Dicruridae  

Wallacean Drongo (Sumba)  Dicrurus sumbae 

Wallacean Drongo (Flores)   Dicrurus densus 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Monarchidae 

Nusatenggara Paradise-Flycatcher  Terpsiphone floris 

Flores Monarch    Symposiachrus sacerdotum 

Black-naped Monarch   Hypothymis azurea 

Wallacean Monarch   Symposiachrus trivirgatus 

 



PASSERIFORMES: Corvidae 

Large-billed Crow    Corvus macrorhynchos 

Flores Crow     Corvus florensis 

  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Stenostiridae 

Gray-headed Canary-Flycatcher  Culicicapa ceylonensis  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Paridae 

Cinereous Tit    Parus cinereus  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Cisticolidae 

Zitting Cisticola    Cisticola juncidis  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Cettiidae 

Mountain tailorbird   Phyllergates cuculatus 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Hirundinidae 

Barn Swallow    Hirundo rustica  

Pacific Swallow    Hirundo tahitica  

Striated Swallow    Cecropis striolata   

  

PASSERIFORMES: Pycnonotidae  

Yellow-vented Bulbul   Pycnonotus goiavier  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Phylloscopidae 

Arctic Warbler    Phylloscopus borealis   

Mountain Leaf Warbler   Phylloscopus trivirgatus 

Flores leaf Warbler   Seicercus floris 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Scotocercidae 

Russet-capped Tesia   Tesia everetti 

 

PASSERIFORMES: Pnoepygidae 

Pygmy Cupwing    Pnoepyga pusilla 

 

PASSERIFORMES: Zosteropidae 

Ashy-bellied White-eye   Zosterops citrinella  



Yellow-spectacled White-eye  Zosterops wallacei 

Warbling White-eye   Zosterops japonocis 

Lemon-bellied White-eye   Zosterops chloris 

Cream-browed Heleia   Heleia superciliaris 

Crested Heleia    Heleia dohertyi 

Thick-billed Heleia   Heleia crassirostris    

  

PASSERIFORMES: Sturnidae 

Short-tailed Starling   Aplonis minor  

Javan Myna     Acridotheres javanicus 

 

PASSERIFORMES: Turdidae 

Chestnut-backed Thrush   Geokichla dohertyi 

 

PASSERIFORMES: Muscicapidae  

Sumba Brown Flycatcher   Muscicapa segregata  

Flores Jungle-Flycatcher   Cyornis oscillans Endemic  

Little Pied Flycatcher   Ficedula westermanni  

Sumba Flycatcher     Ficedula harterti Endemic  

Rufous-chested Flycatcher   Ficedula dumetoria 

Pied Bushchat    Saxicola caprata  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Dicaeidae 

Thick-billed Flowerpecker   Dicaeum agile  

Sumba Flowerpecker   Dicaeum wilhelminae 

Flores Flowerpecker   Dicaeum rhodopygiale 

Golden-rumped Flowerpecker  Pachyglossa annae 

Black-fronted Flowerpecker  Dicaeum igniferum 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Nectariniidae 

Brown-throated Sunbird   Anthreptes malacensis  

Apricot-breasted Sunbird   Cinnyris buettikoferi 

Flame-breasted Sunbird   Cinnyris solaris 

Olive-backed Sunbird   Cinnyris jugularis 

  

PASSERIFORMES: Estrildidae 

Zebra Finch     Taeniopygia guttata  

Black-faced Munia   Lonchura molucca  



Scaly-breasted Munia   Lonchura punctulata  

Five-colored Munia   Lonchura quinticolor  

Pale-headed Munia   Lonchura pallida  

 

PASSERIFORMES: Passeridae 

Eurasian Tree Sparrow   Passer montanus  

  

PASSERIFORMES: Motacillidae 

Gray Wagtail     Motacilla cinerea  

Paddyfield Pipit    Anthus rufulus  

 

Another pictures  

 

Waiting for the rain stop in Billa forest, 1st day in Matalawa Natonal Park 



 

Toni and Deny (National Park Ranger), calling Cinnamon Banded Kingfisher on Day 2 

 

Eveline and Toni at the airport of Tambolaka, Sumba, get a flight to Ende - Flores 



 

Toni and Eveline looking for Flores Flowerpecker at Kelimutu National Park 


